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eqtiytxe, the justice of other nations. Among" whom, I forsake God,
if I can fynde any signe or token of equitle and justice. For what
justice is this, that a ryche goldesmythe, or an usurer, or to bee
shorte anye of them, which either doo nothing" at all, or els that
whyche they doo is such, that it is not very necessary to the common
wealth, should have a pleasaunte and a wclthie lyvmge, either by
Idlen.es, or by unnecessarye busines: when in the mean tyme poore
labourers, carters, yronsmythes, carpenters, and plowmen, by sc
greate and continual toyle, as drawing- and bearinge beastes be skant
liable to susteine, and againe so necessary toyle, that without it nc
common wealth were hable to continewe and endure one yere, should
yet get so harde and poore a lyving, and lyve so wretched and miser-
able a lyfe, that the state and condition of the labouringe beastes
maye seme muche better and welthier? For they be not put to soo
continual! laboure, nor their lyvinge is not muche worse, yea to them
xntiche pleasaunter, takynge no thoughte in the meane season for the
tyme to come.
But these seilye poore wretches be presently tormented with bar-
reyne and unfrutefull labour. And the remembraunce of theire poore
indigent ^nd beggerlye olde age kylleth them up. For theire dayly
wages is so lytle, that it will not suffice for the same daye, muche
lesse it yelaeth any overplus, that may daylye be layde up for the re-
lyefe of olde age. Is not this an unjust and an unkynde publyqtn*
weale, whyche gyveth great fees and rewardes to gentlemen, as they
call them, and to goldsmythes, and to suche other, whiche be eithe<*
ydle persones, or els onlye flatterers, and devysers of vayne pleasures:
And of the contrary parte maketh no gentle provision for poor plow-
men, coliars, laborers, carters, yronsmythes, and carpenters: with*
out whome no comraen wealthe can continewe? But after it hath
abused the labours of their lusty and flowring age, at the laste when
they be oppressed with olde age and syckenes, being nedye, poore,
and indigent of all thinges, then forgettyng their so manye payne-
full watchinges, not remembring their so manye and so greate bene-
fites, recompenseth and acquyteth them rnoste tinkyndly with myser-
able death. And yet besides this the riche men not only by private
fraud but also by commen lawes do every day pluck and snatche
awaye from the poore some parte of their daily living-.
So whereas it semed before unjuste to recompense with unkyicjnes
their paynes that have bene beneficial! to the publique weale mcwe
they have to this their wrong and unjuste dealinge (which i< *t a
rotiche worse pointe) geven the name of justice, yea and tert by
force of a lawe. Therfore when I consider and way in my nhd all
these commen wealthes, which now a dayes any where do floish, so
g~od helpe me, I can perceave nothing" but a certein conspracy of